
COURAGE
ENDURING FOR ONE MOMENT MORE

A GIFT FROM THE WARRIORS OF TBS 1-68

ALMOST ALL OF US SERVED IN VIETNAM. THE MAJORITY DURING AND JUST AFTER THE INFAMOUS 1968 
TET OFFENSIVE. WE WERE A PART OF THE HEAVIEST AND MOST COSTLY COMBAT OF THAT WAR.

WE LOST 15 KIA AND 11 MEDICALLY RETIRED.  MANY MORE OF US WERE INJURED DURING COMBAT IN 
VIETNAM, WITH SOME WOUNDS NOT FULLY DOCUMENTED DUE TO THE CHAOS AND FRICTION OF 

COMBAT. AFTER OUR VIETNAM SERVICE, MANY STILL SUFFER FROM THE EFFECTS OF AGENT ORANGE 
ALONG WITH OTHER INJURIES AND WOUNDS THAT STILL CRIPPLE AND KILL.

MEDALS AWARDED CAN NEVER BE THE FULL OR ACCURATE MEASURE OF COMBAT EFFECTIVENESS 
AND HEROIC ACTIONS. ESPECIALLY DURING THE CHAOS OF HEAVY COMBAT. THAT SAID, WE CAN 

DOCUMENT BEING AWARDED AT LEAST 15 SILVER STARS, 22 BRONZE STARS, 8 DISTINGUISHED FLYING 
CROSSES AND 87 PURPLE HEARTS. MANY OF US PROUDLY WEAR AIR MEDALS, NAVY COMMENDATION 

MEDALS, COMBAT ACTION RIBBONS AND NUMEROUS HIGH LEVEL VIETNAMESE CITATIONS.

AFTER WE FULFILLED OUR SERVICE CONTRACTS, THE MAJORITY OF US RETURNED TO CIVILIAN LIFE.

SOME OF US CHOSE TO DEDICATE MORE TO OUR CORPS. THOSE WHO CONTINUED TO SERVE BECAME 
3 GENERAL OFFICERS (INCLUDING AN ACMC), 20 COLONELS, 35 LT COLONELS AND 11 MAJORS.

WE REMAIN UNEQUIVOCALLY PROUD OF OUR SERVICE TO OUR CORPS AND TO OUR GREAT NATION. 
WITH THIS GIFT TO YOU, WHO ARE THE FUTURE OF OUR CORPS, WE HONOR THE SACRIFICES OF OUR 

FALLEN AND THE COURAGE OF ALL WHO HAVE SERVED.  
WE TRUST YOU TO CARRY FORWARD THIS SHARED LEGACY.

TBS 1-68: WHAT WE DID
• OUR CLASS OF 220 VOLUNTEERS, AGES

21 TO 28, REPORTED TO TBS IN MID 1967. 

 • WE FULLY UNDERSTOOD OUR SERVICE
WOULD BE SHAPED BY THE WAR THEN

RAGING THROUGHOUT VIETNAM.

• WE HAILED FROM 39 STATES AND HAD
ATTENDED 79 DIFFERENT COLLEGES,

ACADEMIES AND UNIVERSITIES; SOME
OF US HELD ADVANCED DEGREES. 

• OUR CLASSES WERE SHORTENED TO 20
WEEKS BECAUSE WE WERE URGENTLY

 NEEDED IN VIETNAM TO REPLACE
THE CASUALTIES SUFFERED BY

OUR BROTHER OFFICERS.

• WE EARNED A FULL
RANGE OF MOS’S.
69 OF US SERVED

AS INFANTRY
 OFFICERS.

TBS 1-68: WHO WE WERE TBS 1-68: WHAT WE LEARNED
• WE ONCE STOOD WHERE YOU STAND.

• WITH THIS COURAGE MONUMENT, WE
SHARE WITH YOU SOME OF THE LESSONS
LEARNED IN THE CHAOS THAT IS COMBAT:

• YOU WILL NEED PERSONAL COURAGE 
WHILE ENDURING PARALYZING FEAR TO
LEAD AND INSTILL COURAGE IN OTHERS. 

• YOU CAN GROW YOUR COURAGE BY
REPEATEDLY ACHIEVING TODAY WHAT
YOU COULD NOT POSSIBLY DO BEFORE.

• COURAGE IS LIKE A MUSCLE: IT GETS 
STRONGER WITH EVERY CHALLENGE.

• STUDY YOUR MILITARY TRADE 
WELL AT TBS AND AFTER. LIKE 
US, WITHIN WEEKS OF 
GRADUATION, YOU MAY 
NEED IT IN THE 
CRUCIBLE OF
COMBAT.

SEMPER FIDELIS
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